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Robert  J.  Ryan,  Director  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA),  today 
announced  the  five  second  stage  finalists  selected  in  a  national  competition  to 
redesign  Copley  Square  in  Boston's  Back  Bay. 

The  Copley  Square  National  Design  Competition,  co-sponsored  by  the  Copley 
Square  Centennial  Committee,  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA) ,  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  BRA,  will  provide  a  $30,000  award  to  the  person  or  firm 
whose  design  is  chosen  by  a  jury  of  distinguished  architects,  landscape  historians, 
representatives  of  the  Back  Bay  Community,  representatives  of  the  financial  community 
and  recognized  professionals  in  urban  open  space  planning. 


As  a  result  of  national  announcements,  over  500  candidates  purchased  registration 
kits  and  309  competitors  submitted  anonymous  entries  before  the  February  3  deadline. 
The  nine-menber  Jury  met  on  February  9  and  10  to  narrow  the  field  to  five  finalists 
who  will  submit  designs  for  the  second  stage  and  will  receive  a  fee  of  $5,000  to 
develop  their  concepts. 
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The  finalists  are: 

*  Clarke  +  Rapuano  Inc.  of  New  York  City,  N.Y.  represented  by  landscape 
architect  Dean  Abbott. 

*  The  landscape  architectural  firm  of  Cooper,  Eckstut  Associates  of 

New  York  City,  N.Y.,  represented  by  Alexander  Cooper  and  Stanton  Eckstut. 

*  Samuel  R.  Coplon  and  Harry  L.  Dodson  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  who 
have  chosen  to  associate  themselves  with  Moriece  &  Gary,  Inc.,  landscape 
architects  also  from  Cambridge,  for  the  second  stage. 

*  Krisan  Osterby-Benson,  Peter  Schaudt,  Michael  R.  Van  Valkenburgh  and 
John  Whiteman,  all  of  the  Harvard  University  Graduate  School  of  Design, 
who  have  chosen  to  associate  themselves  with  Sippican  Consultants 
International,  Inc.,  a  design  and  engineering  firm  from  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  for  the  second  stage. 

*  The  SWA  Group  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  represented  by  Thomas  A.  Adams, 
Albert  R.  Lamb  III,  Robert  Mulchahy,  Lawrence  Reed,  Michael  Sardina, 
Douglas  Way  and  John  Wong. 

The  purpose  of  the  competition,  according  to  Robert  J.  Ryan,  is  to  generate 
design  solutions  that  will  transform  an  underutilized  Copley  Square  into  an 
accessible,  safe,  enjoyable  and  usable  urban  space.   He  said  the  design  chosen 
must  reflect  a  consensus  plan  developed  last  year  by  the  Copley  Square  Centennial 
Committee  through  a  public  participation  process  that  involved  a  series  of  community 
meetings  and  symposia  on  the  future  of  the  Square. 
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The  competition  is  largely  funded  by  a  $100,000  grant  the  BRA  received  last 
year  from  the  NEA.   The  grant  is  one  of  two  such  awards  the  NEA  made  last  year  as 
part  of  its  new  program  to  encourage  civic  design  competitions. 

Copley  Square,  a  2.4  acre  public  open  space,  is  bordered  by  two  of  America's 
most  distinguished  buildings;  Trinity  Church,  designed  by  Henry  Hobson  Richardson, 
and  the  Boston  Public  Library,  designed  by  McKim,  Mead  and  White.   In  addition, 
two  of  Boston's  newest  developments,  the  John  Hancock  Tower  and  the  Copley  Place 
Project,  are  located  adjacent  to  Copley  Square.   The  Square  provides  access  to 
and  from  these  old  and  new  developments  and  is  a  focal  point  for  users  from  the 
nearby  Back  Bay  and  South  End  neighborhoods. 

Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn  said,  "Copley  Square  is  vital  to  the  environment  of 
the  Back  Bay  neighborhood.   It's  a  place  where  our  residential  neighborhoods 
intersect  with  the  city's  business  life.   We  are  grateful  to  the  NEA,  the  Copley 
Square  Centennial  Committee  and  all  the  competitors  who  submitted  entries." 

The  Mayor  was  pleased  with  the  number  of  entries  to  the  Competition  and 
commended  the  Jury  on  their  difficult  task. 
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Because  of  the  high  quality  of  the  entries,  the  Jury  voted  to  enlarge 
the  number  of  merit  winners  from  five  to  thirteen  designers.   They  include: 

*  Edwin  Bronstein  Associates,  Architects  and  Richard  A.  Glaser, 
Landscape  Architects  from  Philadelphia,  PA 

*  Brown  Daltas  and  Associates,  Inc.  of  Cambridge,  MA  represented  by 
Spero  Daltas,  FAAR,  project  architect,  and  John  Moss,  Daniel  Brown, 
Vassili  Nicolaou,  and  Archimedes  Mozzetti 

*  Carr,  Lynch  Associates  of  Cambridge,  MA  represented  by  Lisa  Barthelscn, 
Stephen  Carr,  Celeste  Hynick,  Kevin  Lynch,  Peter  Martin,  and  James  Sandell. 

*  Cashio,  Cochran,  Torre  Design  Consortium,  LTD,  of  New  Orleans  LA 

*  Frank  W.  Chang  of  Brookline,  MA 

*  Dockery  Hunter  Reynolds  Jewell,  P. A.  of  Raleigh,  N.C. 

*  Kate  Joncas  and  David  Traylor  of  Somerville,  MA 

*  Land  Design/Research  Inc.  of  Columbia,  MD 

*  Theodore  C.  Nolte,  designer  and  Teresa  Crossland,  assistant  designer 
of  Boston,  MA 

*  Sanders,  Strickland  Associates  of  New  York  City,  N.Y.  represented  by 
John  Sanders  and  Roy  Strickland 

*  Benjamin  Hicks  Stone,  III,  of  Cambridge  MA 

*  Norris  Strawbridge,  Anthony  Mallows,  Frencesca  Mallows  and  Andrew  Mann 
of  Boston,  MA 

*  Andrew  J.  Weiser  and  Donald  E.  Giambastiani  of  Boston,  MA 
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The  members  of  the  Jury  include: 

—  John  Belle,  AIA,  RIBA,  Architect,  New  York  City 

—  Anthony  B.  Casendino,  ASLA,  Landscape  Architect,  Boston 

—  William  J.  Johnson,  FASLA,  Landscape  Architect,  Ann  Arbor 

—  Katharine  D.  Kane,  Consultant,  Boston,  MA 

—  Joseph  W.  O'Connor,  President,  Copley  Real  Estate  Advisors,  Boston 

—  Lawrence  T.  Perera,  Esq.,  Partner,  Hemenway  &  Barnes,  Boston 

—  Phillippe  Robert,  Ordre  des  architects.  Architect,  Paris 

—  John  R.  Stilgoe,  Landscape  Historian,  Assoc.  Professor,  Harvard  University 

—  William  H.  Whyte,  Author,  Urban  Open  Space  Planner,  New  York  City 

Michael  J.  Pittas,  Director  of  the  NEA  Design  Arts  Program,  said,  "We  found 
this  to  be  one  of  the  better  run  competitions  in  the  United  States.   It  has  provided 
the  people  of  Boston  with  five  high-quality  designs  which,  when  fully  developed,  the 
final  design  will  result  in  the  enhancement  of  Copley  Square." 

The  five  second  stage  designs  will  be  on  exhibit  in  the  lobby  of  the  Westin 
Hotel  in  Copley  Place  beginning  March  12,  when  the  five  competitors  will  be  invited 
to  visit  the  Copley  Square  site.  The  winning  design  will  be  selected  by  the  Jury 
and  announced  during  the  week  of  May  20,  1984. 
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